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N.oY,Openings This Week 
Caesar and Cleopatra-National, 12/20/49. Revival of GBS comedy starring Sir 


Cedric Hardwicke end Lilli Palmer opens without pre=Broadway toure Hardwiéke re- 
placed Sam Wanamaker as director, eieccmia, by Richard Aldrich end Richard ae 


ward stars Betty Field. . Boston criti¢es were " dtongpeinked with the story told in tho 
comedy, though thcy liked the characters and the playcrse All agreed that much hard: . 
work was necded to whip it into a hite Evidently some of this work was accomplished 
because the three Philadelphia critics praised the shows The Bulletin's R.EeP. Sen- 
Senderfer called it "Rattling good melodrama, crowds full measure of oxcitoment 

end into a literate play". 


Quick. Glance at. New Shows -- digcsts on inside pages, 


Gentiemen Prefer Blondes-Zicgfcld, 12/8/49. The critics, with one exccption, 
preforred Carol Channing, Anita Alvarez, the dances, the costumcs and some.of the mu- 
sic in this lavish version of Anita Loos* classice Watts, Post, was the sole’ dissen- 
ter, while sevcral of the critics didn't think the music was as good'as the rest of 
the show. 


Shows That Closed 


A Streotcar Named Desiro-Barrymoro, 12/3/47-12/17/49e Tennessee Williams’ play 
which has drawn mixed notices from the critics abroad found most of thg .Ne¥e critics 
on the "pro” side, For vory difforent reasons the threo critics against tho play 
were from the Daily Worker, Catholic World and Christian Scicnec Monitor... Atkinson, 
Times, thought it was a littlo too lengthy, but otherwise a suporb drama». et 


Regina-46th strect Theatre, 10/31/49-12/17/49. Blitzetoin musical version of 
Little Foxes posted closing notico.e Clifford Odets, Moss-Hart, Goorge Jessel, Cole 
Porter, Mike Todd and sevon other top show people paid for a display ad — the - 
public. to soc the show. 


‘Closing Door=Empire, 12/1/49-12/17/49. Alexandcr Knox‘ molodram starring 
Mr, and Mrs» Knox was panned by most of the critics, though his performance was 
praisede The rising clevator in the middle of the stage fascinated several of the 
critics. 


Yes, M'Lord-Booth, 10/4/49-12/17/49. A.E.Matthews won a personal triumph from 
the NeYecritics on tho ovo of his 80th birthday. But the play by WsDouglas Homo 
didn't find many supportorse 


Magazine Roviewers Look at tho Now Shows -=- digests on insido pages. 


Mctropolc.- 12/8/49-12/9/49. Gibbs, Now Yorkor, thought the editor of the maga- 
zine may have been @ composite Luce man on Time, or possibly an cditor of Popular Me- 
chanics, Gabricl, Cuc, gucssed the cditor was rcally Horace Greeley. Nonc saw any 
resomblance in plot or character to the New Yorker staff. 


Cluttorbuck-Biltmorc, 12/3/49. Daily Worker, Christian Science Monitor and 
George Joan Nathan found the Benn Levy comedy lacking in rcal comedye Colby, Journal 
of Commerce, liked the show vory muche 
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Brooklyn Eagle Names New Critic 


Louis Shcaffer has becn namod drama critic and drama department hcad of the 
Brooklyn Fagle. Goorge Currioc, who succoeded Arthur Pollock as drame critic, hes 
been assigned to book revicws and featurc story work. Martin Dickstcin will write a 
general show busincss column. 


Gentlomen Prefer Blondos 


Times --Pro-- Happy Days are here again. Vastly sOng and danco ane 
tic put on with humorous perfectione Channing portrait the most fabulous comic ercae 
tion of this dreary period in history, Singularly offable eccste Spirit is modcrn 
and pace is swifte Every part is alive and abundantly cntcrtoininge-jtkinson, 


be Herald Tribunc --Pro-- Noisy, jubilent, nostalgic, musical comedy. Channing 
altogether enchanting, her performance is first rank, docs wonders in carrying an 
overelong show through laggerd interludes, Surrounded by large and oxhubcrant com- 
panye Score is wanting in distinction, some foreed ond irrevelant numborse-Barncs. 


c, News --Pro-- Everything is precisely right. Score has zest, melody, perfect~ 
ly chosen lyricse Channing funniest female to hit boards since Brice and Lillie. 
Kovic and Alvarez dance one of best things in showe The evening you see it will be 
the holiday of the yeare=Chapman,. 

d. Mirror --Pro-- Channing scored a triumphe What magic memories she evoked 
with her artful pretense, gravelly voice and mincing walke First rate caste Danc- 
ing is amusing, though not off the De Mille top shelf. Pleasant score. Has its 
faults, but let*s not quibblee-Coleman. 


e, Compass --Pro-- First rate show full of life, merry, gay end good looking. 
Slack periods are so few and so brief that when something happens to give show a big 
new lift, they are forgotten. Some of the funniest scenes in theatre today. Chan- 
ning marvel of humor, at best she is terrific. Good cast throughout «+Follock. 


f. Post --Con-- Everyone around me scemed to be having gayest sort of time, but 
show struck me as oddly commonplace, while Channing awed rather than delighted mee 
Casting of two towering girls in leads produced eerie effect. ‘Virtually all brilli- 
ant wit and satire of book is absent, kind of routine extravaganza is substituted. 
Music sounded undistinguished as did lyrics. Hed more fun at Texes Li'l Darlin’.- 

Watts. 

Zs Sun. ateees: Jubilant, old-fashioned show of the brazen 208, lots of dancing 
from zestful, high-kicking chorus, some near nudity and nobody bothering about a bal- 
let. Style, movement, quite a lot of class and somo humore Music spirited, lyrics 
quite all right, good cnough book, Channing wondorful in caricature of the heroine 
of the original book. Alice Pearce is very funny.-Morchousc, 


he World Telegrem --Pro-- Gaudy, riperoaring, brash. Provee that Channing is 
One of the most extraordinary pcople in the ontertainment world today. Grcot many 
pleasant people given generously to this big county fair of a show. Alvarez far too 
talented for job given here A vivid expcricnce.-Hawkins. 


i, Journel American --Pro-- Gilt and girlie cxtravanganza wonderfully put to- 
gether. Entire cast superior. Broadway musical at its 1949-1950 bests shiny, specdy 
and soOphisticatede Channing will not be unstarred much longer. Happy musical comedy 
days sre hcre again. Hurray!-Garland. 


Power of tho Critics -- Finances Department 

Nancy Andrews, who the critics loved in Touch and Go, told tho Compass’ Paul 
Pott how her rave reviews came in handye She applied to a bank for a loan to buy a 
sheared fox coate Her application, which read.merely "actross", was delayed until 
the credit man recognized her namo... The the loan went through. 


Pemberton*s Second Trouchis 

Brock Pembcrton, ex«drama critic and produccr of Love Me Long, had a few sugges- 
tions ‘on what to do about critics when he wrote a guest column for the traveling Ward 
Morchouse of tho NoY,fun. Pemberton rocalled the Shubcrt custom at the Winter Garden 
Which guaranteed goci noticcs, A champagne party was givon before the opening, and 
the glow usually lingercd until the reviows were writton. If this wouldn't work to- 
day, tho producer dropp7d a not so gentle hint that it might be niece if all the cri- 
tics went on trans-Atlantic jaunts before his next opcning. 


That Lady 


Christien Scicnce Monitor --Con=- All bit too high flown, dircction sccms 
to have capitalized on this artificial quselitye Cornell performance sccms to be an 
attcmpt to compcnsatc for lack of depth in the part or situationse Her touching mo- 
ments come too latc to offset claborato, languid story.-Bcaufort. 


b» Commonweal --Con-= Public knowledge that play docs not provide smooth sailing 
for anyonc, Pity Corncll and cast had to be wastecds Not since Barretts have we had 
Cornell even in a stato of drama.-Pholan. 


ce New Republic --Pro-- Cornell much in her clement, had good time secing her. 
Only objcction is that it is thinly written in naturalistic modc, and what it wants 
is exultant bloodiness of a D’Annunzio, Cast remarkably unificde-Clurman. 


Texas Li'l Darlin‘ 


d» Commonweal --Pro-- Fine and witty evening. Like Hatcher best, Delmar manag- 
Cs endcaring job, admit to loving Scholl. The business is small, vcry gay and drew 
the happicst second night audicnee in towne-Pholan. 


©» New Republic =-Con-- In a Bolger revuc three years ago there was a4 sketch | 
predicting that the success of Oklahoma would be followod by © scrics of musicals, 
cach devoted to a state. This is Like one of such a serios.=Clurman, 


f. Daily Worker --Pro-- Amusing musical that could have gone places if it had 
really sunk its teeth into the subject it was lampooningt Amcrican politics. It's 
all very nice and amiable, but too nicee No ono got past light spoofing stage.- 

Rubin. 


Be Christian Scicnce Monitor --Pro-- Makings of satirical jcst on politics. 
Good cast, compctent production, somo bright songs. Not oxactly an enchantcd cven- 
ing,. but pleasant one. Fault is book doesn't dcvclop comic situation.=-R.N. 


Closing Door 


he Christian Scicnec Monitor --Con-- Affair wears sir of hokum, clinical details 
slow down and dilute molodrama » Contrived sccncss-ReNs 


ie Daily Workor --Con -- Horrible mish-mash of cmbarrassing awkward play writing 
and even morc embarrassing psychcanalyvzing. Nolan suffered, but no more than I dide 
Knox, thc actor, goes down fighting to the last in his own plays-Rubin. 


j. New Republic --Pro-- Play is mostly nonsense, but hardly prctonds to bo any- 
thing morce Did scarc mc, play was fune: Strasberg dircction, Morison's sctting and 
few of performances struck some notes of ‘truth.-Clurman. 


k», George Jcan Nathan =--Con-= Play rings as false as other such possibly logical 
things *as ‘some of Hamlet’s words to Ophclia or almost all of those of Henry in Anne 


of the 1000 Days. If you go to melodrama in mood - would go to women's bascball 
game or avcorago scrious movie you might be divortod. 


-834~ 
Broadway at MideContury 


"Realistic, pectic, medical, mystical, full of current quality of slender pity 
and stout protcst, plsying havoc with all the three tenses, the seven scnscs and the 
Old fashioned scenc plot.” This is the picture of the Amcricen thcatre today.as 
scen by Gilbert Gabricl in Cuo’s feature New York At Mid-Ccnturye "The play houso 
is groping for new dimensions and having them, New conglomerations, new truths, new 
beauties and now fevers, Wo're still running downhill fast, to what scems more thon 
Cver like the summit of the whole world's stage." 


Cluttcrbuck 


Q&. Journal of Commerce --Pro-= Offers a twinkling cscape from any probloms you 
might have despite its failure to solve theme Designed for laughter show is truc to 
blucprint. Expert comedians hold the stage and fortify the play.-Colby, : 


be Wall Street Journal --So-So-- If you have leaning toward British humor, play 
will give you lots of it, end of pretty good varicty, But don’t cxpcect play to 
qual the lines. Has middling good first act, protty funny second act and so-so 
finaleo=Cookce 


Ce Daily Workcr --Con-- Anothcr summer theatre crcam puff by the euthor of 
Springtime for Henrys Amiable comics in dubious nonsensc.-Rubin,. 


de Christian Seicnce Monitor --Con-- Trivial comedy, shallow characters talk 
thomselves in and out of shallow fricndships according to a kind of gcomctric plane 
Cowerd devised similar situations with more wite-R.N, 


Ce George Jcan Nathan --Con-- Situations would profit from crafticr hand of a 
Sasche Guitry and play as whole from combined wit of Maugham end Lonsdale. Cast not 
too aptly suited to this kind of comody.e orks 


Mctropolo 


f. New Yorker --Con=- Concerned with megazine I took to be Time, though some did 
think it was Popular Mechanicse But cditor was obviously composite of Lucc mane 
Possible satisfactory comedy can bo written obout magazinc, cven this onc. Cast gavo 
capable performances, if high spirited for corridors of weekly megazine, where the 
level of vitality is somewhat lewe-Gibbse 


ge Cuc =-Con== Playwright must heve meant Horace Greeley ak& his cditor, judging 
from chin whiskers the cntire cvcning wore. Too bad Tracy couldn't make more out of 
pley then onc long'gelley proof of pandemoniume-Gabricl. : 


he Variety --Con-- A mild imitation of Front Page with none of its good points. 
Might be livcly film material. Tracy gives one of finest performances in recent: sca- 
sonse Littlo morc than flamboyant charactor sketche-Hobc. 


ie Billboard --Con=-- Promising first stcm try for new playwright, but that’s all 
It just hasn't got what it takes in spite of Kaufman's ertful gagging up of the proe 
ceedingse Plot too skimpily mediocre for entirs cvcning, Tracy topse-Francis. 


je Time ==Cone= Spoofed New Yorker with stridency better suited to that of old 
Policc Gezottce Despite Tracy expert performance it contains no fun at alle 


Basic Spclling Urged By Chapman 


Fidward Bornays report left out_the impertant angle of simplificd spc} lings and 
pronunciations in thc theatre, complained John Chapman, Newse How can a theetre pas 


tron go to a show he can*t pronouncc, how is a drame editor going to put a piocce in 
1, “hoy is stage fan going to 
Pp spe 


writo to a star 


the popcr about a show he can’t spel 
ing would solvo all these prob= © 


if he can't spell the star's namc? §& 
loms and many more, Chapman concluded. 
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Gentlemen Prefer Blcn'cs 


@e Varicty --Pro-- Stari, was born and her name is Carol Channing. Story might 
“be somewhat different watho.t her cxport casting. Productionolly it is ultra. 
Frothy musical sans niostag. other than to divert and cntcrtain the cue 
tomerse Achieves mission anrdsomely,-Hobc, 


be Billboard --So-So-= G: -ittoring, loud musical; frequently much too loud when 
its singing ensomblc gocs to york. Not altogether up to huzzohs echoing from out of 
town break in. Far better musicals have bcen and will be agains, Moments when tale 
simmers gO languore Tuncs not off Stync's top shelf, lyrics carry scant distinction. 
Channing casting one of most ongaging in many scasons, Alvarez dancing sonsational, 
De Mille's dance patterns supcrlativoo-Francis. 


Ce Morning Telegraph --Pros- Produccr Lovin is Santa, restorcd the art of musi- 
cal comcdye Fun, bcautiful, tuncful, has a chorus Jiinc, thenk Gode Offers blonde 
comedienne who knows what the score is and how to chalk it up. The tirod business 
man has a show he can go to again, Music end lyrics you can romombcr.-Boltons 


d» Brooklyn Eagle --Pro-- Channing responsible for making it a solid, resound- 
ing hit. Roles fattened up with color and individuality by the talented folks play- 
ing them. Big, handsome, easily most sumptuous looking musical in town.-Sheaffer. 


@e Newark News --Pro-- Glistening, rakish extravagance abounds in success in- 
gredients. Gleeful concoction, brimming with tangible assets, though song and book 
not up to hit standards. Channing's droll character playing dominates.-Field. 


fe Women's Wear Daily --Pro=- ‘A hit that is infinitely better in a number of no=- 
table parts than in show as whole. Sensational triumph scored by Channing and Al- 
vareze Enough worthwhile material to, make tolerant observer overlook some of routine 
st ereot yped or uninspired spasmse=-Dash. 


ge Cue --So-So=-- Welcome back to Loos’ hardy old bedtime classic in different 
and deluxe edition, replete with ribald sorig, much handsome dance and multiple sce- 
nerye Strong cast, stylish staging. It just’ couldn't be’ funnier for one act, but 
there are two act se Alvarez is loveliest thing in show »-Gabricle 


he New sweck anProce Lorelei never been so wistful and wonderful ¢ as she is now 
impersonated by Channing. Triumphantly old fashioned musical is smooth working col- 
laboratione Channing is Lorelie to the lifee. She is one of the most. epee 
things that has happened to the musical stage in years. 


ie Time --So~-So-- Thanks to Channing song numbers and to.some fast youthful De 
Mille dance routines, show achieves an air of liveliness in placese Neyer wins any 
of real nostalgic of 2066 — more like football heroine in varsity show than 
fragile Lorelie. 


Key to NeYeCe Criticism At A Glance 
pte rated Bag tg how reed like the shows pot if they think it will be a 
6V W n 


n state his preference direc 

le NY Times Newark News 21e Catholic World 
26 NY Herald Tribune = Women's Wear Daily Commonweal 

NY News 13, Daily Worker 234 Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14, Wall St. Journal 24. Ch. Sci. Monitor 
5e NY Compess (Star, Pu) 15. Journal of Commerce ‘25 Sat. Roview Lit, 
6. NY Post 16. George Jean Nathen 26. Newsweek 

7o NY . Morning Telograph 27, Time 

8, NY Journal American 18. Variety , 28, .Nation 

9. NY World 19, B/llboard 29. New Republic 


Brooklyn Fagle 206 theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 


NeYeC. Criticism At + G.encc ~= see page 835 for key 


As The Girls 11/14/48. Prot 


Born %*. All 30 critics voted "Pro". 


Clutterbuck-Bilimore, 3.2/3/49e Pros Cons iv9-11~18 
So-Soe 294, 


Death Of A geios: pan-Morasc0, 2/10/49. Pros 28 votes. Cont Nation. So-So¢ Time 


Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/45. ‘Brat 99-12 
23=26-27"300 


Diamond Lil-Plymouth, 2/5/49- 30 reviews for Mace 30 reviews against her playe 


I Know My Love-Shubort, Prot 


Kiss Me, Kate-Century, Exes 28 votese Cons New Republic. So-Sos.. 
No review in Nation. 


Lend An Bar-Mensficld, 12/16/48. Pros 
7-30. Gont 5-13-29. So-Sot 14-28. 


Lost_In The Stars-Music Boxy 10/30/49. Pros 1-2-3+5=6-7 


Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/49. Prot 
22-2 7929-306 ‘Cons 24,. So-So8 2-15-17. 


16-18-1942 So-Sot | 


South Pacific-Majestic, +/8/43¢ 1=2= 3-82 
26-30. 24-276 - 


‘Toxag Li'l Darlin'-Hellinger, 11/25/49. Prot Gons le4- 


Theat Lady-Becky 11/22/49. Prot 1-9-10-11-19. Cons 
2627-28-30» So=Sot 4=7,- fe. 

The Father-Cort, 11/16/49. Pros Cont 
1-6-18-26. 


The Madwoman of Chaillot-Royale, 12/28/48. Pros 1 
Cont So-sot 9-10. 


Touch and Go-Broadhurst, 10/13/49. Pros 1-3-6-9 “1516-1 
28~30, Con? 8-10-29. 


Whsro's Charley?-St.Jamesy 10/11/49. Pros 1- 
300 Gont ‘4-276 
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